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SUBJECT: PROPOSED MODERNIZATION OF FAN 

1. DURING THE COURSE OF A CONVERSATION WITH MILGP COMMANDER ON 
NOVEMBER 5, PRESIDENT SOMOZA STATED THAT HE INTENDS TO REORGANIZE 
AND MODERNIZE THE NICARAGUAN AIR FORCE. ONE OF THE MOST 
IMPORTANT ACTS WILL BE TO REPLACE ON FEBRUARY 2 (AIR FORCE DAY), 

THE INCOMPETENT AND ALMOST UNIVERSALLY DISLIKED AIR FORCE 
COMMANDER. SOMOZA ALSO SAID THAT HE INTENDS TO DISPOSE OF OLD 
AND ALMOST UNFLY ABLE B-26S AND T-33S AND TO PURCHASE MORE 
MODERN EQUIPMENT. SOMOZA DID NOT DISCLOSE WHAT EQUIPMENT HE HAS 
IN MIND, BUT EMBASSY HOPES TO OBTAIN SOME IDEA NEXT WEEK. 

2. SOMOZA SAID THAT HE HAS REFRAINED FROM SPENDING MONEY ON THE 
AIR FORCE, BUT IN VIEW OF ARMS PURCHASES BY HONDURAS AND EL 
SALVADOR AND THE REFUSAL OF THE CA PRESIDENTS TO ACCEPT HIS PROPOSALS 
FOR AN ARMS LIMITATION AGREEMENT, HE MUST LOOK TO THIS DEFENSES. 

3. COMMENT: THE EMBASSY WILL ATTEMPT TO GIVE SOMOZA 
CONSTRUCTIVE ADVISE CONCERNING EQUIPMENT PURCHASES, BUT FEELS 
IT WOULD BE UNREASONABLE TO EXPECT HIM TO REFRAIN FOREVER FROM 
SOME MODERNIZATION OF NICARAGUA'S ARMED FORCES, PARTICULARLY 
THE AIR FORCE WHICH HAS DETERIORATED BADLY IN THE LAST FEW YEARS. 
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